Pastor Laurice F. Jones-Wilks

I am the first of two children, a girl and boy, born to Lawrence Filmore and Idamae Jones.  I grew up and was educated in our nation’s capital, Washington, D. C. where I attended three elementary schools, Kramer Jr. High, Anacostia High School and in 1973 graduated from Howard University with a Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree.  At that time I was drawn to the Arts and the fashion industry.  My passion led me to pursue a career in fashion merchandising with Washington’s then premier Specialty Store, Garfinckle’s.  With almost a decade of experience I left there to open my own boutique, Ricey’s of Georgetown, which I operated for four years until my husband’s death in 1986.  After his death, I went to work for a publishing company, St. Anthony’s publishing, where I became their Customer Service manager.  I left there in 1993, to complete a manuscript my husband had started several years earlier.  With the manuscript completed, I continued working as a fashion and design consultant, and working in ministry.

My faith and ministry journey to this point has been a circuitous one.  As a child I attended the Emmanuel Baptist Church in Washington, D. C. with my family.  It was during that season of my life I first realized the Lord “wooing” me into a committed relationship.  I made my confession of faith at age 12 and was baptized at Emmanuel the same year.  Unfortunately, like so many in their teen years, I strayed while pursuing a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree at Howard University.  However, the Lord tenderly “wooed” me back into community fellowship via the Pentecostal tradition in my early twenties.  It was in that setting the Lord drew me into a deeper committed relationship with Him and leadership work within the church.  In 1982 while in prayer, the Lord “called me” to “speak” for him.  Four years later I was commissioned by the Star of Bethlehem Church of God in Christ as a Missionary-Evangelist (female lay-speaker).  I served in several Pentecostal and independent churches in leadership positions from that time until 2003 when the Lord led me to Wesley Theological Seminary.  I thought the Lord was sending me there to perfect my fashion design and artistic skills, as well as, earn an MA degree in “The Arts and Religion”.  However, in the spring of 2004, the Lord led me to fast as a part of my ministry discerning process.  At the end of my fast, the Lord confirmed three things:  (1) He wanted me to join the United Methodist Church, (2) He wanted me to transfer to the MDIV track, and (3) He wanted me to enter parish ministry as an Elder.

From the time of my call to ministry in the United Methodist Church, I have served as Practice in Missions and Ministry Intern at Calvary United Methodist Church, Crystal City, Virginia.  Assistant Pastor at Linden-Linthicum United Methodist Church in Clarksville, Maryland; Clinical Pastoral Education Chaplain in Residency at Goodwin House, Bailey’s Crossroads, Falls Church, Virginia, and currently Pastor of Galloway United Methodist Church, Falls Church, Virginia.  
